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DETAILED ACTION 

The following office action is in response to the amendment filed on November 4, 
2004. Claims 1 , 6, and 8-20 are pending in the application. Claims 1 , 6, and 8-20 are 
rejected as set forth below. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 16 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. The fasteners were not 
positively claimed. Therefore, claim 16 does not further limit the parent claim because it 
is only drawn toward an element that was not positively claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Corbin, Jr. (2,156,277). 

In regard to claim 14, Corbin discloses a siding board for a clapboard boarding 
structure, comprising: a bottom face (bottom of figure 2) configured to be disposed 
adjacent a building, a top face (top of figure 2) disposed opposite the bottom face, an 
upper face (planar surface shown in figure 1 ) disposed between the top and bottom 
faces and configured to be disposed adjacent a lower face of a first adjacent siding 
board, the upper face comprising a notched portion 2 configured to be overlapped by 
the lower face of the first adjacent siding board, a lower face disposed opposite the 
upper face and configured to be disposed adjacent an upper face of a second adjacent 
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siding board, the lower face comprising a stepped portion (see bottom portion of figure 
2) configured to overlap a notched portion of the upper face of the second adjacent 
siding board, a left face (left side of figure 3) configured to be disposed adjacent a right 
face of a third adjacent siding board, the left face comprising a stepped portion 8, 9 
configured to overlap a corresponding stepped portion on the right face of the third 
adjacent siding board, and a right face (right side of figure 3) configured to be disposed 
adjacent a left face of a fourth adjacent siding board, the right face comprising a 
stepped portion configured to overlap a corresponding stepped portion on the left face 
of the fourth adjacent siding board. The examiner would also like to point out that the 
embodiments shown in figures 11-16 also read on the claims. The examiner merely 
used figures 1-4 since they were disclosed first. 

In regard to claim 15, Corbin discloses the claimed invention, wherein the 
notched portion of the upper face of the siding board is capable of contacting a first 
fastener to fasten the siding board to a structure, and the stepped portion of the lower 
face of the siding board is capable of contacting a second fastener to fasten the siding 
board to the structure. The examiner would like to point out that the fasteners are not 
positively claimed. Therefore, Corbin does not have to show the fasteners. His 
structure merely has to be capable of contacting a fastener, which it is. 

In regard to claim 16, Corbin discloses the claimed invention, wherein a first 
fastener is capable of fastening the first adjacent siding board to the structure, and a 
second fastener is capable of fastening the second adjacent siding board to the 
structure. 
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In regard to claim 17, Corbin discloses the claimed invention, wherein the 
stepped portions of the siding board comprise laterally extending tongue portions. 

In regard to claim 18, Corbin discloses the claimed invention, wherein the tongue 
portions comprise an overlying tongue and an underlying tongue. 

In regard to claim 19, Corbin discloses the claimed invention, wherein the tongue 
portions comprise a first tongue configured to be disposed on one of a top and a bottom 
surface of the stepped portion of the third adjacent siding board arid a second tongue 
configured to be disposed on a bottom and a top surface of the stepped portion of the 
fourth adjacent siding board. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gerhaher et al. (6,055,787) in view of Saltzman (4,001 ,997) and further in view of 
Corbin, Jr. (2,156,277). 

In regard to claims 1 and 8-10, Gerhaher discloses a siding board capable of 
being used for clapboard boarding that is employed in a clapboard structure in which a 
plurality of siding boards are fastened to a framework of a building such that lower side 
portions (If upper siding boards are overlapped frontward of upper side portions, 
wherein the siding board is a ceramic siding board, column 4, lines 10-11, the siding 
board comprising a rear surface stepped portion formed on the lower side portion that 
has been obtained by notching a rear surface of the siding board, and an upper end 
surface of the rear surface stepped portion formed to extend in a substantially straight 
line in lateral directions. Gerhaher does not specifically disclose that the board 
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comprises vertical joint grooves on a designed surface thereof, wherein lower edges of 
a lower side portion are formed at different heights with boundaries of the vertical joint 
grooves. Saltzman teaches that it is known to provide vertical joint grooves and form 
different height boundaries on a lower side edge of a siding piece. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate Saltzman's teaching into Gerhaher's invention, because the joint grooves 
and different height edges will provide a more pleasing aesthetic appearance to the 
siding member. Further, as taught by Saltzman, the different height edges will provide 
the appearance of shingles of different heights, column 2, lines 19-23. 

Gerhaher further discloses that the board comprises an engaging groove formed 
in the upper end surface of the rear surface stepped portion, which has been obtained 
by notching the upper end surface, and engaging notches formed at the upper side 
portion, which have been obtained by notching the designed surface of the siding 
boards, figure 1 , wherein the engaging groove is configured to engage with upper-board 
engaging portions of fastening members for fastening the siding board to the 
framework, and wherein the engaging notches are configured to engage with lower- 
board engaging portions of the fastening member. 

Gerhaher and Saltzman do not specifically disclose the use of 
overlying/underlying tongue portions disposed on the right and left sides of the siding 
board that are configured to overlie and underlie tongue portions of adjacent siding 
boards. Corbin teaches that it is known to provide a siding board having tongue 
portions disposed on right and left sides of said siding board, wherein the tongue 
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portions overlap tongue portions of adjacent siding boards. The examiner would also 
like to point out that Saltzman does disclose the use of at least one tongue projecting 
from the right side of the board. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate tongue portions into 
Gerhaher' s invention, because the tongue portions, as shown by Corbin, will provide an 
interlocking means between adjacent side edges of the siding boards. Therefore, the 
siding boards will form an interlocking wall covering. 

Claims 6 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gerhaher et al. (6,055,787) in view of Saltzman (4,001,997) and Corbin, Jr. 
(2,156,277) and further in view of Hideki (10-088769). 

In regard to claims 6 and 11-13, Gerhaher in view of Saltzman and Corbin 
disclose a clapboard boarding structure comprising a plurality of siding boards installed 
to a framework of a building such that lower portions of upper siding boards are 
overlapped frontward of upper side portions of lower siding boards and left and right 
sides having tongue portions overlapping adjacent siding boards tongue portions. 
Gerhaher in view of Saltzman and Corbin disclose all of features of applicant's claims 6 
and 11-13. These limitations can be seen in the above rejections of claims 1 and 8-10. 
Gerhaher in view of Saltzman and Corbin further disclose that each of the upper side 
portions of lower siding boards is disposed at the rear surface stepped portion formed 
on each of the lower side portions of upper siding boards. 

Gerhaher in view of Saltzman and Corbin further disclose that the siding boards 
are fastened to the framework of the building by fastening members, each of the siding 
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boards comprising an engaging groove formed in the upper end surface of the rear 
surface stepped potion, which has been obtained by notching the upper end surface 
upwardly, and engaging notches formed at the upper side portion, which have been 
obtained by notching the designed surface of the siding boards, figure 1 , wherein each 
of the fastening members comprises a base plate portion 2 that is fixed to the 
framework, a supporting portion 22 rising frontward from the base plate portion, an 
upper-board engaging portion upwardly bent, and a lower-board engaging portion 19 
downwardly bent. Gerhaher, Saltzman and Corbin do not specifically disclose that the 
upwardly bent portion is bent at the end of the supporting portion, or that the 
downwardly bent portion is bent from the end of the upwardly bent portion. Hideki 
teaches that it is known to provide a fastening means having the same configuration as 
applicant's claimed fastening member. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate Hideki's 
teaching into Gerhaher in view of Saltzman's and Corbin's invention, because the 
Hideki's fastening member is simpler in construction, and will be easier to use with the 
siding boards. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Corbin, 
Jr. (2,156,277) in view of Gerhaher et al. (6,055,787). 

In regard to claim 20 Corbin discloses the claimed invention except for 
specifically disclosing that the siding board comprises a ceramic material. Gerhaher 
teaches that it is known to made siding boards out of a ceramic material, column 4, lines 
10-11. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to use a ceramic material to construct Corbin's siding boards, 
because the ceramic material will not corrode or deteriorate after being exposed to the 
elements. Therefore, the siding board will last a lifetime without needing to be replaced. 
Thus, one could save a lot of money by using a ceramic material for the siding boards. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 6, and 8-20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian E. Glessner whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0031 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on 703-308-0839. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3635 
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